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The English language has some awkward, un-phonetic words which some pupils have trouble identifying and
spelling, even when they are older. So this game has been devised to encourage younger pupils to look at
these words repeatedly, thus reinforcing their word recognition and spelling skills.

Suitable for pupils aged 5+

The Learning Outcome will be that pupils will have practised hearing and identifying high frequency words
which will help with their spelling.



Frequent Words
Track Game

Collaborative LearningLiteracy

Devised by Judith Evans, Netley Primary School, London Borough of Camden
Illustrated by Emma Carter

Theme: Frequent Words
Age range:  5+

Context:
The English language has some awkward, un-phonetic words which some pupils have trouble identifying
and spelling, even when they are older. So this game has been devised to encourage younger pupils to look
at these words repeatedly, thus reinforcing their word recognition and spelling skills.

Preparation:
Print out the A4 sheets.
If possible, laminate the tracks. Cover the ‘playing cards’ sheet with ‘clear pvc self adhesive book cover
film’ before cutting up. Use the blank template to write in your own words. Instructions for making the
word dice are on a separate page. We have provided two dice with suggested words, but you can make
your own with the blank templates provided, using words that are the most problematic for your class.

HOW TO PLAY:
You will need a plain, big dice or you can construct your own (templates provided). Choose your frequent
words e.g. the, who, when, etc. and stick each one on the dice twice.
Working in a group of three, each child is given a card with their word on. Give each group a track board
or encourage the children to make their own.
Children take turns to roll the dice. When their word comes up their character can move along one square.
The first one home is the winner.

Learning Outcomes:
Pupils will have practised hearing and identifying high frequency words which will help with their spelling. If
you have found further learning outcomes please share them by emailing collaborate@mantralingua.com,
quoting LitFW01.0

Mantra Lingua Ltd, Global House, 303 Ballards Lane, London N12 8NP 0044 (0) 208 445 5123

(You can purchase a professionally printed, sound-enabled version of this activity with pre-cut cards from
www.mantralingua.com.  Students can use PENpal to record and re-record aurally onto the pages and cards.
Recordings can be saved and used for assessment, or shared with other classes and schools via “ShareLINK”.)
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Frequent Words Game - cards / make your own © 2011 Mantra Lingua: all rights reserved. No copying without permission www.mantralingua.com
(Cut out and make into cards.)
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