
The Fossils Speak
Three Activities

Collaborative LearningGeography

These three activities were developed taking the students’ interest and knowledge about one topic,
namely dinosaurs, to introduce knowledge in a new topic on tectonic plates.

It is aimed a students aged 10+.

The Learning Outcome will be that students will be able to use map co-ordinates, gain an
understanding of the movement of tectonic plates and climate.
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The Fossils Speak
Three Activities

Collaborative LearningGeography

Developed by Jan Garren of Kingsland School, Hackney
Illustrated by Michael Levett

Theme: Tectonic Plates
Age range:  10+

Context:
This activity was developed taking the students’ interest and knowledge about one topic, namely
dinosaurs, to introduce knowledge in a new topic on tectonic plates.
If you further develop this activity please share your changes by sending them to the address below
for expanding our library.

Preparation:
Print out the A4 sheets.
Cut the Activity and Fossil Cards to size ready for the students to use.

Activities:
This topic has been divided into three major activities: Prediction (True or False), Map Work (The
Fossils Speak) and Climate (Work on Climates). These activities are on the next pages.  Each of the
Fossil Cards has a sound spot where students can make their own recordings of their findings. The
column labelled ‘Notes’ on the map page also has a “sound area” that can be used by pupils to record
their results.

Teachers’ Notes:
We have put map co-ordinates on the Fossil Cards, as well as location clues, to help students find the
places. They can also use the index of an atlas or the internet.
We have found it useful to provide a cat drawn to scale on the Fossil Cards so that students can get
an idea of the size of the creatures.

Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to use map co-ordinates, gain an understanding of the movement of tectonic
plates and climate. If you have found further learning outcomes please share them by emailing
collaborate@mantralingua.com, quoting GeoFS01.0

Mantra Lingua Ltd, Global House, 303 Ballards Lane, London N12 8NP 0044 (0) 208 445 5123

(You can purchase a professionally printed, sound-enabled version of this activity with pre-cut cards from
www.mantralingua.com.  Students can use PENpal to record and re-record aurally onto the pages and cards.
Recordings can be saved and used for assessment, or shared with other classes and schools via “ShareLINK”.)
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over the last 600m
a.

9 V
olcan

oes have eru
p

ted in
 B

ritain
 m

an
y tim

es in
 the

p
ast.

10 Part of B
ritain

 u
sed to be covered by the sea.
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 a D
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hen
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.
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osau

ru
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ex.

I lived 100m
a.
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.
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hen
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as alive B
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.
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as a fierce p
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ted for
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n
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I lived 600m
a ago.
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ere fou

n
d in

B
ritain

.

W
hen

 I w
as alive B

ritain
 w

as w
arm

. It w
as

w
here B

u
en

os A
ires is n

ow
.

I lived on
 the sea bed in

 shallow
 w

ater.

I craw
led in

 the m
u

d an
d ate tin

y m
arin

e
creatu

res.

Trilobite
113567



The Fossils Speak: Fossils Cards © 2011 Mantra Lingua: all rights reserved. No copying without permission www.mantralingua.com
(Cut out  and make into cards.)

I am
 a N

au
tilu

s.

I lived 500m
a ago an

d I still live today in
w

arm
 seas.

M
y fossil shells have been
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a ago.

M
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hen
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ritain
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.
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hon
u

s.

I lived 400 m
a ago, an
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as the first an
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to live on
 lan
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fou

n
d in

 B
ritain

.

W
hen

 I w
as alive, B

ritain
 w

as hot. It w
as

w
here R

io de Jan
eiro is n

ow
.
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u
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gn

athid.

I lived 350 m
a ago.
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y fossil bon
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n
d in

 B
ritain

.

W
hen
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as alive B

ritain
 w
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a in
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ow

.

I lived in
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A
gn

athid
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I am
 a Labyrin

thodon
t.

I lived 300 m
a ago.

M
y fossil bon

es w
ere fou

n
d in
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hen
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as alive B
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artly in

 w
ater, p
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lan
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ical sw
am

p
s.

I ate fish.

Labyrin
thodon

t112564
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