Underlying Causes
of First World War

Dominoes
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This dominoes activity helps students to gain an understanding of the underlying causes of the First World
War exploring how certain aspects and causes of the war had more effect than others. The game is designed
to raise discussion and to encourage more varied responses.

Suitable for pupils aged 11+

The Learning Outcome will be that students will be able to discuss the underlying causes of WW1 and
demonstrate their understanding through linking together some of the issues.
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Underlying Causes
of First World War

Dominoes

Developed by Erica Field

Theme: WW+1
Age range: 11+

Context:

This dominoes activity helps students to gain an understanding of the underlying causes of the First
World War exploring how certain aspects and causes of the war had more effect than others. The
game is designed to raise discussion and to encourage more varied responses.

Preparation:
Print out the A4 sheets. If possible, cover the sheets of Domino cards, “Sentence Openers” and
“Connectives” with ‘clear pvc self adhesive book cover film' before cutting them up.

HOW TO PLAY:

Play in groups of two or three.

Deadl out all the dominoes. Move clockwise around the circle and fit the words. When you place your
domino next to another domino you have to explain why they fit together. Think carefully about your
explanation. Try using one of these “Connective” or “Sentence Openers” in your explanation. If you do
not have the correct domino, move onto the next player.

Continue working round the group until one player has finished.

The winner is the first player to have no dominoes left.

Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to discuss the underlying causes of WW1 and demonstrate their understanding
through linking together some of the issues. If you have found further learning outcomes please
share them by emailing collaborate@mantralingua.com.

Mantra Lingua Ltd, Global House, 3073 Bdllards Lane, London N12 8NP 0044 (0) 208 445 5123

(You can purchase a professiondlly printed, sound-enabled version of this activity with pre-cut cards from
www.mantralingua.com. Students can use TalkingPEN to record and re-record aurally onto the pages and cards.
Recordings can be saved and used for assessment, or shared with other classes and schools via “SharelINK".)
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Cut along the dotted lines and make the cards.

..........................................................................................................................................

Archduke

Assassination .
Ferdinand

Nationalism Imperialism

..........................................................................................................................................

Alliances Militarism

Arms Race Aggressive

..........................................................................................................................................
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Cut along the dotted lines and make the cards.

..........................................................................................................................................

Triple Alliance

Germany Conquer

..........................................................................................................................................

Austria-
Hungary

..........................................................................................................................................
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Cut along the dotted lines and make the cards.

..........................................................................................................................................

Triple Entente

Russia

..........................................................................................................................................

Relationship

Threat Conflict

..........................................................................................................................................
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Cut along the dotted lines and make the cards.

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Exports

Ottoman

Colonies .
Empire

..........................................................................................................................................
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Undeﬂyn’\g CGMSQS Of WW1 (Cut along the dotted lines and make the cards)

First, Then, Next, So,
Last, But, If, After

Another thing, After a while, Before,
Although, Afterwards, Eventually, Often

Never, Besides, Even though, Meanwhile, However,
In addiction, Despite, An important thing, Due to,
Having decided, 1 discovered

but then so when

if after while aswellas
although however dlso besides
even though  never the less

in additionto contrary to despite soasto
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