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a tiny piece of
bread or biscuit

someone who
does not tell

lies is...

the
tree is all

bent
and twisty

a person who
has nothing

you do this on
a door to get

an answer

the yellow
part of
an egg

little children
do this when they
want something

a baby sheep

Ipswich is the
biggest town
in this county

he saves maidens
from tall towers

you have one
of these on
each hand

two men do this
in a ring for a
competition

an African wild
animal with
one big horn

18 17 16 15 14 13

a wild animal
from Africa

girls wear
these but boys

don’t

when the
wind isn’t
blowing

     the sea is...

most people
wear

a watch here

the biggest
mammal

if you cannot
feel your leg

it is...

7 8 9 10 11 12

a joint half
way up/down

your leg

you find
this around
a chocolate

bar

you can eat this
with custard

a person who
cannot speak
is...

two quarters
you need two

needles and some
wool to do this

this is
ground up

to make flour

it explodes and
is used in a war

a fish
that can
live in the
sea or a ...

you can use
this to open

a door

dogs do this
to bones

the opposite
of right

30 29 27 26 25

19 20 21 22 23 24

you need this
word to a
question

about the time

this ship
has broken

on the rocks you do this
with your teeth

when you are angry
or asleep

6 5 3 2 1

you need a pen
or a computer

to do this

an ornament
in the garden

a joint on your
finger

28
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START HERE!

you can write
on the blackboard

with this piece
of rock

dead people
are found in here

this can cut

plum and thumb
do this

a person who
fixes the tapa baby cow

Collaborative LearningLiteracy

Silent Letters
Snakes and Ladders

The English Language is full of words that contain silent letters. Even older students can have a hard
time remembering how to spell them. This fun and interactive activity has been designed to reinforce
the learning of some awkward words.

Suitable for students aged 7+

Learning Outcome: Students will have practised and improved
their spelling of some tricky words that contain silent letters.



(You can purchase a professionally printed, sound-enabled version of this activity with pre-cut cards from
www.mantralingua.com.  Students can use TalkingPEN to record and re-record aurally onto the pages and cards.
Recordings can be saved and used for assessment, or shared with other classes and schools via “ShareLINK”.)

Collaborative LearningLiteracy

Silent Letters
Snakes and Ladders

Developed with Liz Taylor, Advisory Teacher in Suffolk
Illustrated by Elisa Martinelli

Theme: Silent Letters
Age range:  7+

Context:
The English Language is full of words that contain silent letters. Even older students can have a hard time
remembering how to spell them. This fun and interactive activity has been designed to reinforce the
learning of some awkward words.
If you make your own versions please send them to the address below to help us expand our library.

Preparation:
Print out the A4 sheets.
Glue the two halves of the Game Board together and if possible, laminate it. We have provided a blank
game board for students to make a new version of the game, with their own clues, pictures and rules.

HOW TO PLAY:
This game is for either two or four players (two against two). You will need the Game Board, a pencil
each, a Record Sheet each, dice and counters.

1. Players/teams take turns rolling the dice and moving their counter along the board. When they
land on a clue they have to guess the word and then write it onto their Record Sheet.

2. Depending on the ability of the players, you can provide them with the Word List. If you choose
not to use this, you will still need it at the end of the game to check spellings.

3. The first player to reach “home” gets 5 points. When this happens, all players must check the
spellings of the words on their Record Sheets, using the Word List. They get one point for every
correctly spelt word. The player/team with the most points wins the game.

Learning Outcomes:
Students will have practised and improved their spelling of some tricky words that contain silent
letters. If you have found further learning outcomes please share them by emailing
collaborate@mantralingua.com.

Mantra Lingua Ltd, Global House, 303 Ballards Lane, London N12 8NP 0044 (0) 208 445 5123
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